Interdisciplinary Initiative Subcommittee
10/29/08

Draft

Present: Krissek, Watson, Mercerhill, Lee, Harvey, Haddad, van der Heijden

1. Approved the minutes of 10-15-08

2. IS 515 — AAAS confirmed that they use the matching syllabus from IS.
Approved.

3. Material Cultural GIS


a. Folklore program concurrence from Dory (Jess will double check with Dory.)

b. added a course to the elective list

c. concern: not a normal concurrence


d. discussion of Grad School rules for GIS and the history of GIS
Approved.

4. Latino/a Studies Minor
a. intro—to make it a more focused minor for students

b. Q &A:

(1) Breadth vs. focus: The program seems to be really focused and the choices of courses in categories are limited.  Are there concentration areas to allow more breadth? A: Yes. Since there are so few credits for minors, the program wants to be more focused. Students can plan their courses with the advisor or petition to choose courses not on the list.
(2) Concerns for the “with approval” topics courses (e.g. English 581): A: Frederick will work with the students—if they can’t provide evidence, they can’t get it. (Discussion of having a “minor” check on the topical courses, or ask Frederick to keep a list.) Clarification on topics courses will be made on the minor sheet to inform the students.
(3) WS 693 is S/U and cannot be counted in a minor. Will be checked.
Approved with contingencies (3) and (4).
6. Freshman seminar proposal—Tejwani
a. intro—to give the non-honor’s students opportunities to take seminar courses with faculty members; use students SEIs and surveys to assess the seminars.
b. Recommendations for syllabus: 
(1) Modify the attendance policy. Academic integrity statement seems heave for this group of student. Depersonalize the course description. Reference other freshman seminar syllabi for change. Talk to the target audience.
(2) Topics: maybe go with fewer topics and not include all drugs? Would be interesting to include the effects of these drugs in movies/culture.
(3) Should move from a lecture to a seminar (discussion). Allow more time for discussion and cut down the readings. It can also prevent overload of info to the students.
(4) Provide more guidance for the partial grading from peer.
Approved. (Larry will check the revision from Jess.)
7. Int’l Std 565

a. cross-list with already approved AEDE
b. syllabus: description says one mid-term, but there are two mid-terms. The objective seems too much to accomplish in 10 weeks.
Approved.

8. ASC 137.20 and 138.20


a. intro—to reserve the designations


b. typos to fix: pre-req, decimalization, and curriculum

Approved with correction of typos.
9. ASC 338.03, .09, .10

a. intro—to provide seminars that provide possible career path to the students


b. 338.03— Hard to see the workload without the required text. Recommendations: add diversity (woman and minority) and a core reading list.
Approved.


c. 338.09—Assignments seem comparatively short. 
Recommendations: more clarification of the final paper and reflection; specify the attendance policy statement; add a list of core readings.
Approved.


d. 338.10—open to be taught by professionals in the communities with faculty sponsorship. 
Recommendations: 3rd course objective can be written to be more specific— put it into concrete terms; reorganization of the syllabus — put the readings at the front; clarify activities: learning is more important than attendance. “Participatory attendance.”

Approved.

